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PSALMG64.5,6, 7,8, 9, 10. 


T hey encourage themſelves in an evil matter : they coms 
mune of laying ſnares privily”; they ſay, ſhall 
ſee them> They ſearch out iniquities, they accom- 
pliſh a diligent ſearch : both the inward thought of 
every one of them, and the heart is deep. But God 
ſhall hoo at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they 

be wounded. So they ſhall make their own tongue to 

fall upon themſelves : all that ſee them ſhall flee a- 

way. And all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the 

work of God : for they ſhall wiſely conſider of his do- 
ing. The righteous ſhall be glad in the Lord, and ſhall 
truſt in him, and all the upright in heart ſhall glory. 


\ \ ] E arc this day aſſembled together 


to pay the tribute of our dcvout- 

eſt praiſe and thanks to Almighty God, as 
for the lateſt, fo, perhaps, for the greateſt 
Deliverance that ever he hath wrought = 
A 2 this 
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this Church and Nation. Tis the onely 
tribute this which a Creature can pay to 
his Creatour, and 'tis that which our Crc- 
atour daily expects from us, and which hc 
declares to be highly acceptable and well 
pleaſing in his fight ; Whoſo offererh me 
praiſe, faith he, glorifieth me. Plal. 50. 23. 
Bur though this duty be continually to be 
performed by us, and (as the Apoſtle cx- 
horts us, Eph. 5. 20.) wc ought to give thanks 
always for all things unto God and the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; fora(- 
much as every day, cvery hour, we par- 
take of his goodneſs, and taftc of his mer- 
cy and loving kindneſs: yet then 1s it eſpc- 
cially and moſt indifpenſably neceſſary 
when by ſhewing ſome fignal and extraor- 
dinary favour toward us God himfelt calls 
for it, as 1t were by a voice from Heaven. 
And this is our preſent caſe ; every minute 
circumſtance of which we have defcribed 
ro us, and preſented to the life in this por- 
tion of Scripture, 


L. Here is our danger that threatned us. 
Curſed Sons of Belial combine together , 
and contrive an HeUiſh Plot to deſtroy us. 

They 
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. They _ themſetves i in an evil matter, &c. 
IL Here 1s God's gratious deliverance from 
this danger. But God ſhall ſhoot at them with 
an arrow, &C. 
II. Here is our duty thereupon. Al mer 
ſball fear, &c. Theſe are the things which 
my Text offers to our conſideration : of 


which in order. 


And firſt, Here is a Plot contrived to de- 
 ſtroy us. They excourage themſelves in an evil 
matter : they commune of laying ſnares privily ; 
they ſay, Who ſhall ſee them £ They ſearch out 
iniquities ; they accompliſh a diligent ſearch : both 
Us the inward thought of every one of them and the 
heart is deep. Whuch words contain a moſt 
exact deſcription of the methods and devices 
which cunning and malitious Traytors make 
uſc of in contriving and managing the moſt 
exccrable and deviliſh Plots . and Confpiracies 
for the Subverſion of the Government under 
which they live. The Plalnuſt here traces their 
footiteps all along, purſues them from their 
infancy to their maturity , from their firſt 
trembling initiation into Sedition, through 
all their ſecret whiſperings and murmurings, 
then ſtollen Cabals and Convyenticles, untill 


they 
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they are become Maſters of the Myſteries of 
Treaſon, and are ripe fruit for the accurſed 
Trec. "Ard ſo I ſhall endeavour to cexpolc 
them to your view in the ſame method that 
the Royal Propher hath preſcribed ro us. And 
Firſt, 7; hey encourage themſelves in antvil mat- 
ter. Though' it be moſt truc that all men' 
are conceived and born 1n fin; yet it 1sastruc 
that no man can all of a ſudden , and as it 
were in a moment, become a complete fin- 
ner, and arrive at the height) and pertcction 
of Wickcdnels and Villany. But though that 
ſecrer infeftion which the fin of our firſt Pa- 
rents hath conveycd ro all their poſterity (f 
it be not ſubdued and reſtrained by the grace 
of God) be ſtrong enough, and ſure enough, 
to bring any man to Hell, by breaking our 
into common and ordinary fins, which ( un- 
repented of ) will certainly Icad him to rhe 
chambers of death : yet to become one of Sa- 
tan's principal Agents, one of the chick Mint 
{ters 'of State.in the Kingdonr of Darknch ; 
- this requires Pains and Sweat ; and he muſt 
ſcrrc a moſt mſuftcrable Apprenticeſhip that 
will attain to it : and whoſoever will em- 
barque his 'Sorf en this manner for Hell 
(eſpecially if he hath beer born and aChr in 
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| (7] 
a Chriſtian Church) muſt endure many fad 
conflicts and ſtorms in his Conſcience, before 
he can thoroughly make ſhipwreck of his 
faith , and fat himſelf for the deſperate at- 
| reanpts of fo tatal a voyage. When the Pro- 
phet Eliſha told Hazael what crucley he 
' | ſhould ſhew toward the Children of Iſrael 
' | ( 2 King. 8.) that he ſhould ſer their ftrong 
" | holds on fire, and ſhould ſlay their young men 
* | with the ſword , and daſh their children , and 
rip up their women with child, he anſwers him, 
as if he were aſtoruſhed at ſuch actions; What, 
faith he , is thy ſervant a dog, that he jhould 
doe this great thing ! And yct he did doe ut 
afterwards , as the ſtory ſhews us. And fo 
likewiſe it 1s not at all improbable but the 
moſt bloudy minded of all the Traytours 
that were concerned in this late Conſpiracy, 
ſhould a man have ſurprized him on a ſad- 
den, and asked him, It he would undertake-— 
to-ftab the King, or to fire a Blunderbus in 
i | his Face, before he had been ficly prepared 
'3 | xo hcarken to ſuch propoſals, would have 
rex&ted the thing with horrour , and have 


lookr x to be compared with Nero's in- 
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| fatiable after bloud, when he wiſhed 


that the people of Rowe had but one neck , 
| that 
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that he might deſtroy them all at a blow. 
For though a man muſt be beholding to a 
tender Conſcience, and ro. the afſiſtence of 
the Divine Grace to preſerve him from ſmal- 
ler ſins, and to enable him to abſtain from all 
appearance of evil ; yet ſuch horrid crimes as 
this of Treaſon, Aſlaſſ nating Kings, and ru- 
ining Kingdoms, and procuring the deſtruc- 
tion of ({ perhaps ) more. than an hundred 
thouſand innocent perſons in a moment ; I 
ſay, ſuch villany as this looks ſo dreadfull and 
ghaſtly, that even common humanity ſtartles 
at the ſight of it, as if Hell it ſelf were open 
tO 1ts view, and it had a full proſpect of the 
ecrrours of the Infernal pit :- and therefore it 
5 not to be propounded to any perſons bur 
ſuch as by a previous preparation arc .duly 
fitred and qualified for it. And ſo David 
tells us here that the Confpiratours lay their 
deſigns accordingly ; and the beginning and 
riſe of all Plots 1s this, They encourage them- 
ſelves in an evil matter. Thoſe that are al- 
ready thoroughly diſpoſed for Treaſon them- 
ſelves, that they may draw others into their 
confederacy, labour to poſlcſs. them with an 
4ll opinion: of the Government ; and , that 
che com may ſpread - it ſelf the 'faſter 

through 
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through all parts of the Kingdom, they cauſe 
Jing nd ſcditious Pamphlets and Libels to 

perſed abroad, to defame the King and 
his Council, and to terrific the hearts of the 


y | Acredulous. Vulgar with groundics Fears and 


Jealoulics. - By ſuch ftratcgems as theſe, ro- 
gcther with the help of the Pulpit Incendia- 
rics, that forced the Goſpel of Peace to found 
an Alarm of War, and co command Rcbclli- 
on inſtead of Obedience , did this unhappy 
Nation lately loſe its King, its Liberty, and its 
Religion, and was reduced to molt wretched 
Slavery under Tyranny, Schiſim and Herclic. 
And in the very ſame manner was this laſt 
Conſpiracy begun, tomented and carried on; 
and as dircfull, cfte&ts would it certainly have 
produced , had not God been gratioully 
plcaſcd to diſcover i it, and (I hope ) utterly 
to defeat and confound it: and the Morning 
Star is not a more infallible ſign of approach- 
ing \d4y than ſuch methods as thelg are of 
Plots and Treaſon being in agitation. By 
this means it comes to paſs that the Mouths 
of the Common people arc opened, and, as 
the:Plalmiſt expreſlcs 1t at the third verſe of 
this Plalm, They whet their tongue like a 
ſword, and bend their bows to ſboot their arrows, 
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even bitter words againft- thoſe - Governours | 
2gainfſt whom they” ought Hor -To'frame fo 
much as- an evil chornght : and every prag- 
matical Fop, that perhaps hath nor” brains 
ſufhcient ro make a good Conſtable, rakes 
upon him to be a mighty Pohrician , and 
arraigns and cenſures the moſt prudent and 
advifted procecdings of the King and his 
Counct. And while they that ſtady ro be 
quiet, and ro doe their own bnſmneſs, teaving the 
management of State-affairs to thoſe perſons 
with whom God hath entruſted them, are 
lookr upon to be -Berrayers of the Subjects 
Liberry , they onely cry themſclves up for 
the zealous Aſkrrers of tt who moſt evidently 
ſhew that they deſign to mvade it, by tram- 
pling upon the. Laws both of the Goſpel and 
the King , and in dchance of the former 
boldly mag revilc the latter, de- 
ſpiſine Dominion, and ſpeaking evil of Dipnities. 
Nd atets much of the fo as, nh 
Treaſon mentioned in my Text, and'tis no 
{mall one neither : They encourage themſelves 
in an evil matter, by mooting ſometimes 
upon a Cafe of Treaſon, and lertmg their 
tongues looſe to ralk fedttionſly againſt the 
Government. h 


And 
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And whoſoever hath learnt this lcffon well 
is in a fair way to proceed farther : and he 
that hath conceived an ill opinion of the 
King and his Government, that finds him- 
ſelt uncafic under 1t, and darcs openly de- 
clare theſe ſentiments of his to others, muſt 
needs be ſuppoſed to be inclinable to engage 
in any deſign by which he may have any 
probable hopes to mend his condition ; and 
/ will doubtleſs lend his helping hand, or head, 
or purſe, or perhaps all of them rather than 
fail , to himſelf from that yoke with 
which he is pinched. And this is the direct 
method of the Traytors here - in my Text. 
After they have ſufficiently encouraged thens- 
ſelves in an evil matter by thcir factious and 
(cditious: diſcourſes , and begin thoroughly 
to underſtand themſclucs, and find that they 
are all birds of the ſame feather, all Mur- 
murers and Complainers alike, aMicted with 
the ſame Grievances, and unanimouſly a- 
greed upon the. ſame Verdict againſt che 
Cuycrnment., we inced not wonder if the 
next news we hear of them+ be, That” they 
arc entring into; Solemn Leagues and Cove- 
nants,, and. 'Afſodiations; that chey are con- 
mot | | B 2 triving 
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triving Plots and Conſpiracics, and that They 
Commune. of laying ſnares privily, and ſay, Who 
ſhall fee them * Thus Abſalom after he hath 
alienated the hearts of the people of Iſrael 
from: King David , and. ftollken them unto 
himſelf, preſently heads the Faction that 'he 
hath raiſed ; cauſes himfelt ro be proclaimed 
King in Hebron, and conſults with Ahitophel 
how to murther his Father David, and to 
poſſeſs himiclt of his Crown and Kingdom. 
And whoſoever hath ſcriouſly conſidered the 
ſeditious and tumultuous behaviour of the 
Sectarics amongſt us for theſe four, or five, 
laſt years, ever fince the.'breaking out of the 
Popiſh: Plot ; furcly muſt. eEicher be one of 
the Party himſelf, or elſe muſt apprehend 
that they had ſome dangerous deſigns in 
hand. For when the Papiſts threatened the 
life of the King, and the deſtruction- of our 
Religion , who would have imagined but 
that the other Diſlenters, who pretend to be 
ſuch furious Zcalots againſt Popery, and ſuch 
irreconctleable enemies to Antichriſt, would 
at that time eſpecially have benr all ther 
forces againſt | Rome, and have cxpoſed® the 
deviliſh Doctrines of that Church concerning 
Equiyocation, the Pope's Abſolying Subjects 
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unto the end of the World, and 1 hope he 
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from their Oaths of Allegeance, and Excom- 
municating, Depoſing and Murthering Kings, 
and the like? Theſe would have been worthy 
Subjects for the pens of Proteſtants. Bue 
nſtcad of this, whilſt the Papiſts threaten us 
-in the face with a damnablc Plot, the other 
Diflenters at the very fame time charge us 1N 
the Rear; and , as if they were glad "of ſuch 
an opportunity to ſerve his Hol: neſs, with a 
great deal more than ordinary turv and |bir- 
terne(s fall foul upon the Church of England : 
.and I am very confident that within theſe 
four laſt years they have written more ſcditi- 
ous and infamous Pamphlets againſt his Ma- 
jeſty , our Biſhops and Clergy, and our 
Church as it 1s by Law eſtabliſhed, than in 
any four years beſides ſince the late Rebellion. 
And now who, that hath but half an eye in 
his head, can chuſe but ſee and conclude from 
ſuch circumſtances as theſe, that the Church 
of England is a greater eye-ſore to theſe men 
than =—_ of Rome ; and that the two main 
Ceremonies with which their tender Conſci- 
ences are chiefly offended are Monarchy and 
Epiſcopacy : the latter of which Chriſt wall 
ar 6.9" continue in his Church even 


will 
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will. preſerve both of them as Jong'in this 
Land from the rage and yiolence of unreaſa- 
nable and wicked men. I fay , who that 
hath impartially conſidered theſe things could 
expect any thing leſs than ſome treaſonable 
Plot from ſuch reſtleſs Troublers of our Iſrael , 
and that they that had taken all thus pains by 
their factious Writings and Diſcourſes to 
encourage themſelves in an evil matter, as they 
had begun, ſo they would go on likewiſe 
with the Traytors in my Text, and foon 


after commune of laying ſnares privily, and ſo y, 
Who ſhall ſee them ? 


But the Plalmiſt purſues them yet farther, 
and in the next words ſets forth their indeta- 
cigable induſtry, and the utmoſt cfforts of 
their diligence and fubtilty, in, labouring to 
effect their deligns. They | a) ont inigqui- 
tres ; they accompliſh a diligent ſearch : both 
the inward thought of every one of them and the 
heart os deep. After they bave /communed of 
Jaying ſnares, of contriying a;Plot, cheir nex 
bulinds is to conſult rhow to 
at and carry xt -on' with: all- poſſible ſecrecy 
and ſoacumty. -And:for this-end,”befars- par 
a ans i6-derike' a blow, they. draw:upan 
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exact Scheme and Platform of their whole 
work, aſſign to cyery man his particular 
Office and Station, and agree, to every little 
punctilio, in what order and method to pro- 
ceed, that their Conſpiracy may be ſure not 
to miſcarry. Thus they ſearch out inigquities. 
And if ever any Traytors did ſo, certainly 
ours that were concerned in this late Plot 
did it to the height : They accompliſhed a di- 
ligent ſearch, they compaſſed both Sea and 
Land to gain Proſelytes, and had their Agents 
in Holland, as well as in England and Stot- 
land ; and both the inward thought of every one 
of them and the heart was deep. 

How cunningly they had laid their deſigns 
the King hath acquainted us in his Declara- 
tion; by which we may ſee how far their 
malice extended ; that they aimed not their 
Blow at his Majeſty onely, but at all his 
Loyal Subjects, 'at all that were friends to 
him and the Church, and were reſolved not 
to ſtay thicir hands from .ſhedding bloud,, 
untill they had thoroughly purged the 
Nation both of Loyalty and Religion. 

And now we are come to the laſt Scene of 
this bloudy Tragedy ; a' Scene? that. muſt 
neceſſarily end in the death cither of-! the 


| Innocent 
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Innocent or of - the Guilty ,, ether of, the 
Traytors 'or cf. the King, . They ſay, and 
arc reſolved that the King ſhall dic : but 
God ſaith, and hath decreed, that it ſhall be 
themſclyes. They dclign ro ſhoot Bullcts ar 
their Sovereign, but God determyns to prc- 
vent them by ſhooting an Arrow at them 
themſelvcs:: And fo I come to the ſecond part 
of my Text, which is, - 

God's gratious deliverance from this danger 
that threatened us. But God jhall ſhoot at 
them with an arrow ; ſuddenly ſhall they be 
wounded, So they ſhall make their own tongue 
to fall upon themſelves : all that ſee then fball 

ee away. There are many devices in a "man's 
heart, ſaith Solomon ; nevertheleſs the counſel 
of the Lord that ſhall ſtand. Prov. 19. 21. 
Certainly the devices of theſe Traytors of 
ours were many and bloudy: Their part 
was Malicc and Cruelty ; but God's part is 
Mercy and Juſtice met together : to us 
Mercy, whom hc hath delivered ; Juſtice to 
them, whom he-hath confounded, and ſnared 
in the work, of their own hands. They hjd found 
out ſo convenicnt a place for the execution 
of ther Treaſon, .that- had the King come 
by that way according to their expectation, 
It 
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it had been morally impoflible for him to 
have madc an eſcape ; but he muſt have run 
directly into the. jaws of Death. But newer- 
theleſs the counſel of the Lord that ſhall and. 
The Perſons of Kings ard ſacred : they have 
their Guard in Heaven as well as upon 
Earth, and Ged himſelt flards in the congre- 
gation of Princes. And theugh ſometimes 
tor the ſins of a wicked people whom ke hath 
a dclign to puniſh he permits even good 
Kings.to fall by the hands of the Sons cf 
_ Pelial,; yet for one treaſunable Plot that he 
ſuffers to take cfte&t he diſappoints many ; 
to ſhew how tender he 1s oycr the Perſons of 
his Vicegerents, and that Kings are the parti- 
cular care and charge of his Providence. 
And never did this Providence of his more 
clearly and gratiouſly manifeſt it ſelf, than in 
thoſe many ſignal and wonderfull deliveran- 
ces which he hath wrought for our preſent 
King , whom he hath ſo often reſcued from 
the very brink of Deſtruction, and covered 
with his own hand from the weapons of his 
enemies, and from the inſtruments of Death. 
And ſurely he muſt be an Atheiſt, or worſe 
(if poſſible) one that believes there is a 


God, but is reſolyed to fight againſt him and 
C flic 
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lic in his very face, if after all this he can 
cither plot or ſpeak evil againſt him whom 
Heaven it ſclf hath fo plainly declared to be 
its Favourite. But never did the hand of 
God more viſibly appear in his preſcryation, 
than it did in the diſcovery and diſappoint- 
ment of this late helliſh Conſpiracy. When 
the Traytors had gotten all things in a readi- 
ncfs, and waited onely for the fatal hour: 
when they had /aid their ſnares fo privily , 
and contrived their Plot ſo ſtrong and furc 
( as they thought ) that vain {Was the help cf , 
Man , then God himſelf arifcs to protect hs 
Anointed , and to ſcatter his enemies : he 
[boots at them with an arrow, and ſudderly are 
they wounded. By a gentle and mercitull 
correction hc prevents a moſt ſevere and 
drcadfull judgment ; and by a light afflic- 
tion of one ſmall and inconſiderable part ot 
the Nation he preſerves the whole from: a 
moſt lamentable deſtruction. By a ſudden 
( though a very auſpicious and happy ) Firc 
he drives away the King from his Recreations 


to make an eſcape for his Life, and fo detcars 


and blaſts all the deſigns of the Traytors. 
This diſappointment ſtrook ſuch a terrour 


into their hearts; that alchough ſome of 


them 
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them were ſo hardened in Villany, that they 
preſumed to proceed in it ſtill , and held 
tarther Mectings and Conſults for the carry- 
ing it on, yet others began to tremble, and 
fear that God fought againſt them (as moſt 
certainly he did) and fo their miſchief would 
return upon their own head , and their violent 
Fealins would come down upon their own pate. 
and they ſhould bc ſure to periſh themlclves ' 
in the Attempt : And thereupon they begin 
to think it high time tor them to lcave off 
plotting any farther againſt the King's Lite, 
and to provide ( 1t poſlible.) for the ſecurity 
ot their own, by ſurrendring themſelves up 
to his Majeſtic s-mercv, and making a full 
confeſlion and diſcovery of the whole Con- 
ſpiracy , to the utter confuſion and ruine of 
the rcit of their Contederates; ſome of them 
being thereupon immediately apprehended, 
and the reſt forced to ſave their lives by 
living from the Sword of Juſtice , exactly 
according to the words of the Pſalmuſt in my 
Text ; So they ſhall make their own tongue to 
fall upon themſelves : all that fee them ſhall flee 
away. 
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And now we have ſcen what theſe bloudy- 
minded men would have done againſt us, 
and what God hath done for us ; 1t 1s highly 
reaſonable in the next place to bethink our 
ſelves of our own duty, and to conſider what 
obligations this' great Deliverance which God 
hath wrought for us hath laid upon us. And 
tor this David gives us inſtructions 1n . the 


remaining part of my Text ; Ard all men: 


ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work/ of God ; 
for they ſhall wiſely confider of his doing. 17 be 
righteous ſhall be glad in the Lord , and jhall 
ruſt in him, and "I the upright in heart hall 
glory. Which words (without any nice di- 
viſion of them) recommend to us in general 
theſe two Duties. Firſt, A Duty of Thanktul- 
neſs to God ; r0 confi der wiſely of his doing, to 
declare his work, and to, praiſe and magnifie 
'his Name for this great and undcſerved 
mcrcy which he hath ſhewed toward us. 
Secondly, A Duty of Caution; to rake heed 
and beware of ſuch manner of men as theſe, 
that encourage themſelves in' an evil matter, 
that commune of laying ſnares privily, and labour 
to diſturb the peace and tranquillity of our 
Church and Nation by ſtirring up Faction 
and Sedition among(t us, and — 
Plots 
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Plots and Conſpiracies againſt the Govern- 
ment. Al! men ſhall fear. 

Firſt, here 1s a Duty of Thankfalneſs to 
God for this gratious Deliverance. This 1s 
the duty of this dav, to which God hath fo 
{ignally obliged us , and which the King in 
his Name commands us to perform. And 
whoſoever performs 1t not fincerely and cor- 
dially , moſt humbly and devourly oftcring 
up to the Divine Majeſty the facrifice of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, ſurcly hath neither 
any truc Religion nor Loyalty in his heart ; 
but in contempt both of God and the King, 
docth what lics m his power to pull down a 
Curſe inſtead of a Blcfling upon himlſelt and 
the whole _—_— For where God ſows 
plentifully*he expects to reap fo too : and 
when he beftows upon us extraordinary fa- 
yours , 1t 1s but juſt that our gratcfull ſenſe 
and acknowledgment of them ſhould be , as 
far as 1s poſſible, anſwerable. And he can be 
no better than an enemy to his King and 
Countrey that will not acknowledge the dii- 
covery and diſappointment of this helliſh 
Plot to have been a peculiar and cxtraordina- 
ry demonſtration of the Divine Goodneſs 
toward us. Tis a Mercy that hath continu- 
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cd to us as great a Blciling as we, can dehire , 
and has delivered us from- as dreadtull a 
Judgment' as we could fear. A Mercy that 
hath preſeryed our Church from being made 
the ſecond time a Den of Thicves , that 
would have cſtablihe Schiſm and Hereiic 
among us by a Law ; and giycn us as fair a 
Plea for' Damnation, as ever we had for our 
Liberty and Property. A Mercy that hath 
treed us from the heavy Curſc ot having rhe 
Kingdom of God taken away from us ; and in- 
itcad thereof hath confirmed that Kingdom, 
unto us, and hath ſettled amongit us (I hope 
ſurer and firmer than cycr) the beſt Religion 
under the happy government and protcc- 
tion of one of the beſt of Kings. I fſpcak 
not this in flactery ; but as a truth of which 
Iam fo confident, that I make no doubt but 
that the very diflatisfied party of the Nation 
themſelves , it they look round about, can- 
not name any once King now reigning 1n 
Chriſtendom whom they would rather have 
to rulc over them than Hc under whoſe Go- 
vernment they arc at the preſent fo reſtleſs 
and uncaſic. But the truth is, they would 
have no King at. all, þut.a Commonwealth : 
and fo it is a plain caſe, that if our Sayiour 
himſclt 
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himſelf (as the Fifth-Monarchy-men dream) 
ſhould come down from Heaven incognito , 
and reign over perſons of ſuch Principles as 
theſe, he would meet with as bad entertain- 
ment amongſt them, as he did amongſt the 
Scribes' and Phariſees. They would be ſure 
to treat him with Libels and Lampoons, and . 
endeavour to perſwade the people that he 
intended: to introduce Popery and Arbitrary 
Government. It then ever any Nation had, 
certainly we have rcafon to ſay with Iſrael, If 
the Lord himſelf had not been on our fide; if the 
Lord himſelf had not been on our fide when men 
roſe up againſt us , they had ſwallowed us up 
quick, when they were ſo wrathfully diſpleaſed 
at us. But praifed be the Lord who hath not 
ven us over for a prey unto their teeth. Since 
God hath been pleaſed ro ſtretch out his om- 
nipotent Arm to detend us, and to preſerve 
our Liberty , our Lives and Fortunes , and 
(which ought to be dearcr to us than they all) 
our Religion from the fanatick and brutiſh 
rage and fury of the worſt and moſt incxcu- 
ſable generation of Schifmaticks that cycr in- 
teſted the Church of Chriſt; if we pour not 
out our hearts im the devouteſt praiſe, and 
adoration, and thanks to our Alnughty Deli- 
| verer; 
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yerer ; furcly we are the moſt ungratctull 
wretches that ever received: any fayour from 
Heaven. The Pſalmuſt tells us here in my 
Text, that to praiſe and magnihe the Name 
of Cod for ſuch a Deliverance as this that he 
hath wrought for us 1s a piece of Wiſedom : 
For, ſaith he , they ſhall wiſely conſider of his 
doing : and then not ro doc it mult neccflari- 
ly be an evident - demwnſtration - of Folly. 
And theretore whoſocver neglects the duty of 
this day, and rctuſcs to give unto God the ho- 
nour that is due unto his Name, proclaims hin, 
ſelf to be a Fool, and chat in the worſt 
ſenſe : either an Acheiltical fool, 1har regards 
not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
his hands , or clſe a Rebellious fool, that in 
his heart favours the defi gn of the Traytors, 
and inwardly grieves ' and repines at the 
Goodneſs of God that hath diſappointed ir. 
It then we delirc to c{cape the juſt imputation 
of Folly and Sin , let us all this day wiſely 
confider of God s doing , and declare his work, 
- And that we may doe it wiſely indeed, ler us 
be carcfull to praiſe him ( as our Church 
teaches us t9 pray that we may) not onely 
with our lips; but in our lives, by giving up our | 
ſelves to his Service, The Son of Sirach tells 
Us, 
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| done for you. eu I. 
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us, that Praiſe is not ſeemly in the mouth of a 

Sinner : But if we utter Praiſe in Wiſedom, then 
the Lord will proſper it. Ecclus 15. 9. 10. And 
ſo ſaith David in my Text; The righteous ſhall 
be glad in the Lord, and ſhal truft in him; and 
all the upright in heart ſhall glory. Let us there- 
fore this day make a new Covenant with-the 
Lord our God to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his Commandments. Let us ſearch and examine 
our hcarts narrowly ; and cleanſe and purific 
them, that there may be no accurſed thing in 
them to defile our Sacrifice , and to render 
the Tribute of our Praiſe unpaſſable in the 
Court of Heaven. Thus if we doe, God that 
hath hitherto protected us will protect us ſtill, 
and ſcatter our enemucs that delight in bloud. 
Bur if we doc otherwiſe , with that Rod 
which he hath at this time onely ſhewed us in 
grcat- Mercy to-affright us into Obedience, 
and with which he hath once. already molt 
ſeverely chaſtiſed ns, he will cer long in his 
juſt Anger daſh us in picces. , I ſhall conclude 
chis Point with the Pruphet Samuel's Advice to 
the people of Iſrael, 2 Sam. 12. 24, 25. Onely 


fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with all your 


heart ; for conſider how £31 things he hath 
all ne = my. , 
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ye ſhalt be conſumed, both ye and your King 
And fo I procecd'to the ſecond dury recom- 
mended to us in theſe laſt words of my Text : 
and that 1s 

A Duty of Caution, to take heed of ſuch 
men as theſe that encourage themſelves in an 
evil matter, and labour to diſturb the peace 
and tranquillity of our Church and Nation, 
by ſtirring up Faction and Sedition amongſt 
us, and. contriving Plots and Confpiracics 
againſt the Government. Al! men ſhall fear. 
This very counſel St. Paul gives to the Re- 
mans ; and with great importunity begs of 
them that they would receive it and follow 
it. Rom. 16. 17, 18. Now I beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Of- 
fences contrary t0 the doftrine which ye have learn- 
ed; and avoid them, For they that are ſuch 
ferve not our Lord Fefus Chrift, but their own 
belly; and by good words and fair ſpeeches 
deceive the hearts of the ſimple. And 
2 Fim. 3, 6. he tells us that of this fort are 
they which creep into houfes © and lead captive 
folly women Iatten with fins, led away with di- 
wers tufts. And the fame caution our Blefled 
Saviour _hamſelf gives us, Marth. 7. 15. Be- 
ware - of falfe Prophets , which come to you in 
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ſkeeps cloathing ; but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. One would think that it ſhould be 
altogether needleſs to put us in mind of ſuch 
a Caution as this, who have had ſufficient 
experience of the curſed Hypocrifie and 
Cruclty of ſuch falſc Prophets as theſe ; who 
have ſcen their religious Vizards plucke off, 
and having firſt been gullcd and deluded by 
their fair pretences in their ſheeps clothing, 
have afterwards been forcly wounded and 
torn by their wolycs teeth. . One would 
think that, if we have any conſideration of 
what we have ſccn and ſuffered from them 
alrcady by the very ſame ſtrategems which 
they now make uſe of, we nught eaſily 
diſcern that they are ſtill carrying on the 
Good Old Cauſe, and under colour of Reli- 
gion and Retormation arc contriving how to 
take, not the Kingdom of Heaven, but that 
of their lawfull Sovereign , by force: and 
that notwithſtanding all their loud Clamours, 
and pretended Zeal againſt Popery, they 
mightily contribute towards the introducing 
it, whulſt they build upon that very founda- 
tion which the Jeſuits have laid; and arc 
moſt helpfull Servants to his Holineſs, and 
Journeymen to Antichriſt, For though the 
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learned Dr. Stilling fleet contents himſelf 
fay , * That there are ftrong 

probabilities that © the Jeſuir 
were the firſt that preached 
down Epiſcopacy, and the Liturgy and Ceremonies 
of the Church of England , ſince the full ſettle- 
ment of the Reformation in Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign: yet he hath proved the matter fo 
clearly, that methinks any man may ſafely 
fay, That it is unqueſtionably true. And 
that unfortunate Game which the Jcſuits 
firſt ſtarted hath cyer ſince been moſt cagerly 
purſucd by our Proteſtant Diſfenters ; and 
that to ſo fatal a purpoſe, that they have 
once already by this mcans laid three King- 
doms weltering in bloud. And that they 
have not yet quenched their thirſt this laſt 
Conſpiracy 1s a ſufficient evidence. And 
therefore whoſoever talks hotly againſt Po- 
 pery, and yet 1s a fayourer of the other. Sec- 
rarics, muſt cither be a perſon that out of 
ſome hopes of mending his condition defires 
an alteration in the Government ; or clſc one 
of thoſe caſic, unthinking people that are led 
captive (they know not why, nor whercfore) 
by thoſe Mountebanks in Divinity that creep 
into Houſes, and lic in wait to deccive unſta- 
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ble fouls. The Devil never docth fo much 
maiſchiet as when he transforms himſclt into 
an Angel of light : and Treaſon and Rebelli- 
on 1s never like to be fo fuccelstull , as when 
it 1s carricd on in Maſquerade, and cloaks it 
ſelt under a Form of Gudlineſs. For all mca 
are naturally apt to think well of perſons of a 
ſtrict life and converſation. ; and indeed 
Chriſtian charity obliges us ro doe fo, untill 
we have very good reaſon to alter our opini- 
on : and when we have ſuch reaſon, he that 
hath commanded us to be harmleſs as Doves, 
and to wrong no- man ſo much as in Word 
or Thought, hath commanded us alſo to be 
wiſe as Serpents, to beware of wolves in ſheeps 
cloathing'; and that we may be fo, he hath 
inſtructed us how to- know them ; even by 
their fruits : that is, by the Doctrines which 
they tcach and practiſe. And to my know- 
ledge there are as deviliſh , and treaſonable , 
Do&trines to be found at this day in the Wri- 
tings of ſome of the Presbyterians, and Inde- 
pendents, and other Sectarics, that in the late 
Rebellion pafled for Saints among their own 
Party (and they that are yet living of them 
do fo ſtill) as I believe any man-can ſhew in 
the worſt of the Jeſuits. And if theſe tunes 
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be fo, cither ſuch men are Cheats; or elſe 
the Goſpel it ſelf is falſe that threatens them 
that doe ſuch things with Damnation. There- 
fore, Brethren, let us be both charitable and 
wiſe ; ſo charitable, as to gricve for theſe 
mens ſins, and to pray heartily for their con- 
verſion ; and ſo wiſe, as not to be ſeduced 
by their Doctrine, nor caught in their ſnares. 
But while they run from Chriſt into ſeditious 
and ſchiſmatical Meetings, Ict us run towards 
him ; cven into the habitation of his houſe and 
the place where his Honour dwells, praying al- 
ways for the Peace of eruſalem, and for the. 
Proſperity of that Church which they labour 
to deſtroy , humbly beſceching God ſtill to 


protect and detend it from the open Violence, 
and ſecret Malice of all its Enemies ; that 
neither Popery, nor Fanaticiſm, nor the Gates 
2 Hell may cver be able to prevail againſt 

; but that it may flouriſh as long as the 
Sun and Moon cndure. 


Which God grant, &c. 
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